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YOUR PARTNER FOR 
YACHTS



BUREAU VERITAS MARINE & OFFSHORE IS A LEADING 
CLASSIFICATION PARTNER FOR YACHT OWNERS, DESIGNERS, AND 
YARDS. WE LEVERAGE THE EXPERIENCE OF OUR GLOBAL NETWORK 
OF EXPERTS TO HELP INNOVATIVE YACHTS MAXIMIZE SAFETY, 
SUSTAINABILITY AND PERFORMANCE.

WE ARE PART OF BUREAU VERITAS GROUP, A LEADING PROVIDER 
OF TESTING, INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION (TIC) SERVICES TO 
ALL ECONOMIC SECTORS, LAYING FOUNDATIONS OF RESPONSIBLE 
PROGRESS TO SHAPE A WORLD OF TRUST.
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 PIONEERS IN

 SAFETY AND 
PERFORMANCE

 WE’RE
BY YOUR SIDE

—
Timothée de Saint Mars
Global Market Leader Passenger Ships & Ferries
Bureau Veritas Marine & Offshore

“YACHTING TODAY EXISTS 
AT THE INTERSECTION OF 
COMFORT AND LUXURY, 
TECHNICAL AND SAFETY 
CHALLENGES, AND THE
EVER-PRESENT NEED 
TO DECARBONIZE”

Yachting today exists at the intersection of comfort and 
luxury, technical and safety challenges, and the ever-
present need to decarbonize. Although this environment is 
complex and demanding, I believe that the yacht industry 
– innovative to its core – is well positioned to weather
these challenges.

Foremost in these challenges are the decisions to be 
made on emission-reducing technologies – from fuels to 
alternative propulsion. But at the same time, new safety 
concerns are arising alongside new technology, such 
as fire risks from the increasing presence of lithium-ion 
batteries on board.

As a leading Classification Society, Bureau Veritas 
is committed to guiding compliance with the highest 
standards and codes, including the Red Ensign Group 
(REG) Yacht Code, the Malta Passenger Yacht Code, 
the Commercial Yacht Code, and the 2021 Republic of 
the Marshall Islands (RMI) Yacht Code. As well as our 
involvement in defining regulations at IACS and Flag level, 
and regular participation in REG Yacht Code working 
groups, we are also a Recognized Organization (RO) for 
the certification of yachts, as we have been authorized
by Flag State Administrations.

TOWARD SAFE,
ZERO EMISSION YACHTING

At Bureau Veritas, we treat safety as an Absolute. We take 
a holistic approach that accounts for equipment, cyber 
security, low-carbon fuels, alternative propulsion and even 
underwater radiated noise (URN).

Our dedicated team of global experts leverage the breadth 
of their experience to help yacht designers, builders, and 
owners make their ships as safe as possible. Our dedicated 
Classification Rules and notations for yachts enable owners 
to ensure the highest possible levels of performance, 
comfort, safety, and sustainability.

With teams and local plan approval offices in yachting 
hubs like Italy, the Netherlands, Turkey, France, Greece, 
the United States and the UAE, we offer both proximity 
and efficiency. Bureau Veritas also benefits from strong 
relationships with key Flag State Administrations, such 
as the Cayman Islands, Malta, and the Marshall Islands. 
Thanks to this global presence, we are by our clients’ side 
from design throughout their yacht’s life.

A DEDICATED
TEAM OF EXPERTS

BV GROUP BV MARINE & OFFSHORE

 200 
Years

2,500+ 
Experts

180 
Survey centers

19 
Plan approval offices

12,300+ 
Ships in the classed fleet

~300 
BV-classed yachts in operation

41 
Yachts under construction with BV

140 
Countries

 80,000 
Employees worldwide

400,000 
Clients



Bureau Veritas’ in-house expertise 
covers key technical, regulatory 
and environmental areas to enable 
yachts to continue sailing in protected 
areas, while maintaining the highest 
standards of luxury and comfort. We 
have experience in every kind of 
yacht, including multi-hull, composite, 
large steel/aluminum vessels and 
sailing yachts. 

We offer a set of dedicated 
Classification Rules and notations for 
yachts to ensure compliance with all 
relevant codes.

Our class notations and additional 
service notations cover:
• �Yachts
• �Charter yachts
• �Motor or sail propulsion
• �Restricted or unrestricted 

navigation, including in coastal or 
sheltered waters

• �Onboard comfort and noise 
reduction

• �Equipment such as helicopter pads

We can also perform design reviews 
for yachts with a capacity of up to 36 
passengers.

Bureau Veritas is committed to 
helping the yacht sector achieve 

its sustainability goals. We have 
accordingly developed dedicated 
Rules and notations for emerging 
low-carbon fuels, such as methanol 
and hydrogen, as well as wind 
propulsion, fuel cells, and electric 
and electric-hybrid power.

Our experience with innovative, 
complex vessels and our proximity to 
key yacht hubs makes us the ideal 
partner for your classification and 
certification needs. Furthering our 
support for this innovative sector, 
we build trust in new technologies 
and pioneering design concepts 
by awarding different Approvals in 
Principle (AiPs).

NR 500
Yachts
NR 561

Hulls in aluminum alloys
NR 546

Hulls in composite materials
NR 467 Part A

Classification of steel ships

NR 528
Green passport

NR 547
Ships using fuel cells

NR 206
Wind propulsion systems

NR 678
Hydrogen-fueled ships

NR 670
Methanol-and ethanol-fueled ships

NR 614
Underwater radiated noise (URN)

NR 659
Cyber security

for the classification 
of marine units

YACHT
—

CHARTER YACHT
—

MOTOR
—

SAILING

ELECTRIC HYBRID / 
-PREPARED

—
SUSTAINABLE SHIP (1 & 2)

—
WPS (1&2)

—
HYDROGENFUEL-

PREPARED
—

METHANOLFUEL DUAL FUEL 
/ -PREPARED / -READY

—
URN

CYBER-MANAGED 
/ -RESILIENT / 

-SECURE

YOUR PARTNER
OF CHOICE

SUSTAINABILITY

CYBER SECURITY

ADVANCING 
METHANOL-FUELED 
YACHTING

IN 2024, BUREAU 
VERITAS AWARDED 
AN AIP TO FEADSHIP 
FOR METHANOL 
STORAGE AND USE 
AS FUEL ON YACHTS, 
DEMONSTRATING OUR 
COMMITMENT TO 
THIS LOWER-CARBON 
ALTERNATIVE.

OUR RULES OUR NOTATIONS
CLASS

ENSURING SAFE,

SUSTAINABLE 
LUXURY
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Bureau Veritas continually builds 
on its centuries of engineering and 
naval architecture experience, while 
innovating for the future using the latest 
digital tools, to serve our clients’ needs.

We have developed a suite of in-house 
software that can be used for structural 
and strength analyses for yacht designs:
• �StarBoat allows for comprehensive 

structural assessments under current 
regulatory requirements

• �ComposeIT enables detailed strength 
analyses of composite panels or 
stiffeners 

• �Steel is used to perform 3D-beam 
analyses on units of all kinds, 
accounting for a range of 
deformations, local forces, moments 
and stresses

Bureau Veritas also offers a range of 
apps that shipowners can use to share 
more, valuable data and manage their 
ships’ compliance. MOVE is our new 
smart hub to access these apps, and is 
available to shipowners and Flag State 
Administrations for in-service vessels. 

Sign up for MOVE to benefit from data-
enhanced decision-making for vessel 
compliance.

OUR APPS
AND SOFTWARE

MOVE INTO
THE FUTURE

Modern yachts are increasingly complex 
feats of engineering and the regulatory 
landscape under which they operate is 
rapidly evolving. 

In response to this, Bureau Veritas 
offers a range of digital tools to help 
yacht owners quickly and accurately 
schedule surveys, assess safety and 
manage their fleets. These include 
a suite of digital applications and 
specialized software and are used 
from the earliest design stages and 
throughout a vessel’s service life.

PIONEERING DIGITAL 
CLASSIFICATION

GETTING AHEAD WITH 
VeriSTAR PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT

One key application that Bureau 
Veritas provides is VeriSTAR Project 
Management (VPM), a single 
collaborative platform that covers all 
classification activities from the design 
stage. VPM provides for: 
• �Equipment and material certification
• �Surveys at yard
• �Surveys of vessels in service 
• �Review and certification of drawings 

and equipment

It also facilitates the flow of data 
between owners and Bureau Veritas 
teams and enables owners to follow up 
on the status of their suppliers.

Version 4.0 of VPM will even enable 
3D Classification, allowing for greater 
efficiency and reduced time at the 
design stage, during major refits and for 
class surveys during the in-service life 
of vessels.

DIGITALLY BACKED CLASSIFICATION 

FROM DESIGN 
TO SERVICE
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FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT BUREAU VERITAS MARINE & OFFSHORE

Tour Alto, 4 Pl. des Saisons,
92400 Courbevoie, France 
+33 (0)1 55 24 70 00
marine-offshore.bureauveritas.com

Bureau Veritas | Marine & Offshore

@BV_Marine

@bureauveritas_marine

timothee.de-saint-mars@bureauveritas.com
dubravka.zaja@bureauveritas.com
stefano.zanusmichiei@bureauveritas.com
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