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ALL SHIPS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2025

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Establishment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden as Special Areas in respect to the discharge

requirements of MARPOL Annex I and V

MARPOL

MEPC.381 
(80)

MEPC.382 
(80)

Several States with coastlines bordering the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden Special Areas stated that 

adequate reception facilities (oily wastes and food waste) are provided in all ports and terminals within the 

said Special Areas. Consequently, MEPC 80 adopted resolutions MEPC.381(80) and MEPC.382(80) to 

establish that discharge requirements which shall take effect from 1 January 2025:

• for the discharge requirements of MARPOL Annex I (oil pollution) under regulations 15.3, 15.5 and 34.3 to
34.5 for both Areas;

• for the discharge requirements of MARPOL Annex V (garbage) regulation 6 (comminuted or ground food

wastes), in respect to the Red Sea Area only.

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on August 1st 2025

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Amendments to MARPOL Annex VI

MARPOL MEPC.385 
(81)

They are related to:

• low-flashpoint fuels and other fuel oil related issues;

• marine diesel engine replacing a steam system;

• accessibility of the data in the IMO Data Collection System (IMO DCS);

• inclusion of data on transport work and enhanced granularity in the IMO DCS.

Early voluntary application of the amendments to appendix IX with regard to information to be submitted to 

the IMO DCS from 1 January 2025 (refer to MEPC.1/Circ.913).

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on August 15th 2025

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Revised recommendation on testing of life-saving appliances (resolution MSC.81(70)) and associated 

minor corrections to LSA test forms

LSA Code MSC.568 
(109)

Following the adoption of amendments to paragraph 6.14.1.1 of the Revised recommendation on testing of 

life-saving appliances (resolution MSC.81(70)) by resolution MSC.568(109) concerning assumed weight used 

to represent each person in self-righting tests for totally enclosed lifeboats, and the replacement of the 

reference to resolution A.658(16) with a reference to resolution MSC.481(102) for the retro-reflective 

materials, the following circulars were consequently amended:

•MSC.1/Circ.1628/Rev.3 on revised standardized life-saving appliance evaluation and test report forms 

(personal life-saving appliances);

•MSC.1/Circ.1630/Rev.3 on revised standardized life-saving appliance evaluation and test report forms 

(survival craft);

•MSC.1/Circ.1631/Rev.1 on revised standardized life-saving appliance evaluation and test report forms 

(rescue boats); and

•MSC.1/Circ.1632/Rev.1 on revised standardized life-saving appliance evaluation and test report forms 

(launching and embarkation appliances).

NAVIGATING STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS © BUREAU VERITAS MARINE & OFFSHORE



ALL SHIPS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on June 1st 2025

Legal Basis 
& Item Summary

Hong Kong 
Convention

Entry into force of the Hong Kong Convention

As the thresholds for number of state criterion (15 States), for the tonnage criterion (40%) and ship recycling capacity (not less 

than 3% of the gross tonnage of the combined merchant shipping of those States mentioned above) are met, Hong Kong 

Convention will enter into force on 26 June 2025.

Ships (500 GT and above) will be required to carry onboard an Inventory of Hazardous Materials. Ship recycling facilities 

authorized by Competent Authorities will be required to provide a Ship Recycling Plan, specific to each individual vessel to be 

recycled.

Scope of application:

• for newbuilds, upon entry into force on 26 June 2025;

• existing ships shall comply as far as practicable with the obligation to carry an Inventory of Hazardous Materials contained in 

their structure and equipment, not later than 5 years after the 26th of June 2025, or before going for recycling if this is earlier.
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Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on February 1st 2025

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Amendments to appendix II of the BWM Convention concerning the revised form of the Ballast Water

BWM
Convention

MEPC.369 
(80)

Record Book (BWRB)

The revised form includes additional details on data entries to enhance and clarify the information recorded in 

the BWRB.



ALL SHIPS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution

Summary

New SOLAS Chapter II-1/3-13 on the safety of onboard lifting appliances and anchor handling 

winches

The new regulation introduces a design, construction, testing and maintenance regime, with the aim to better 

prevent accidents with lifting appliances and anchor handling winches as well as loose gear utilized with.

Two guidelines were adopted to support implementation:

•Guidelines for anchor handling winches (MSC.1/Circ.1662) also applicable to associated equipment and 

loose gear;

•Guidelines for lifting appliances (MSC.1/Circ.1663) also applicable to loose gear used in association with 

lifting appliances.

Scope of application: new ships and existing ships (no later than the 1st renewal survey on or after 1 

January 2026).
MSC.532

(107)

Amendments to SOLAS Chapter II-2 for the prohibition of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS) 

fire-extinguishing media

The regulation introduces a prohibition, worded as such: “use or storage of extinguishing media containing 

PFOS shall be prohibited”. For extinguishing media containing such foams on existing ships, the substance 

shall be removed from the ship and delivered to appropriate shore-based reception facilities.

SOLAS Scope of application: fixed and portable firefighting systems using foams

• for new built ships, from 1 January 2026;

• for existing ships, no later than the first SOLAS survey on or after 1 January 2026.

MSC.520 
(106)

Amendments to SOLAS Chapter II-2 to prevent non-compliance of oil fuel supply with SOLAS 

flashpoint requirements

Amendments to SOLAS Chapter II-2 aim to enhance the safety of ships using oil fuel. The amendments add 

new definitions and provisions to SOLAS regulation II-2/4 (probability of ignition), including that ships 

carrying oil fuel shall prior to bunkering be provided with a declaration signed and certified by the fuel oil 

supplier’s representative that the oil fuel supplied is in conformity with ISO 2719:2016* verified by an 

accredited laboratory** or any statement, as measured to be below 60°C. The bunker delivery note shall 

contain either information (MARPOL Annex VI/18).

Governments shall take action against oil fuel suppliers that have failed to comply with the flashpoint 

requirements.

* ISO 2719:2016, Determination of flash point – Pensky-Martens closed cup method, Procedure A (for 

Distillate Fuels) or Procedure B (for Residual Fuels).

** Laboratory accredited to ISO/IEC 17025:2017 or an equivalent standard for the performance of the given 

flash point test ISO 2719:2016

Scope of application: all ships (when bunkering).

LSA Code MSC.535 
(107)

Amendments to the LSA Code (Chapter IV) for the minimum ventilation rate of totally enclosed 

lifeboats

The main amendment stipulates that “A totally enclosed lifeboat shall be provided with means to achieve a 

ventilation rate of at least 5 m3/h per person for the number of persons which the lifeboat is permitted to 

accommodate and for a period of not less than 24 hours.”

Consequential amendments to:

• Revised Recommendation on testing of lifesaving appliances (MSC.81(70));

• Revised Standardized LSA evaluation test and report forms, published in MSC.1/ Circ.1630/Rev.2).

Scope of application: all totally enclosed lifeboats installed on ships on or after 

1 January 2029.

Amendments to the LSA Code

These amendments are regarding :
LSA Code MSC.554 • the in-water performance of lifejackets (turning the person in a face-up position);

(108) • single fall and hook systems (preventing from an accidental release) ; and

• lowering speed of survival craft and rescue boats (1.3 m/s).
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ALL SHIPS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

LSA Code MSC.535 
(107)

Amendments to the LSA Code (Chapter IV) for the minimum ventilation rate of totally enclosed 

lifeboats

The main amendment stipulates that “A totally enclosed lifeboat shall be provided with means to achieve a 

ventilation rate of at least 5 m3/h per person for the number of persons which the lifeboat is permitted to 

accommodate and for a period of not less than 24 hours.”

Consequential amendments to:

• Revised Recommendation on testing of lifesaving appliances (MSC.81(70));

• Revised Standardized LSA evaluation test and report forms, published in MSC.1/ Circ.1630/Rev.2).

Scope of application: all totally enclosed lifeboats installed on ships on or after 1 January 2029.

Amendments to the LSA Code

These amendments are regarding :
LSA Code MSC.554 • the in-water performance of lifejackets (turning the person in a face-up position);

(108) • single fall and hook systems (preventing from an accidental release) ; and

• lowering speed of survival craft and rescue boats (1.3 m/s).

LSA Code MSC.559 
(108)

Amendments to the Requirements for maintenance, thorough examination, operational testing, 

overhaul and repair of lifeboats and rescue boats, launching appliances and release gear (resolution 

MSC.402(96)

Amendments to paragraph 6.2.3 on annual thorough examination and operational test for lifeboats 

(including free-fall lifeboats), rescue boats and fast rescueboats, adding a list of items to be throroughly 

examined and checked for satisfactory condition and operation.

Amendments to the IGF Code

IGF Code MSC.551 
(108)

Amendments including regulations pertaining to specific requirements for ships using natural gas as fuel, 

related to : ships design fuel containment, pressure relief system, storage, pipes, bunkering, manufacture 

and testing for the fuel containment system.

Based on the MSC.1/Circ 1677, States are invited to implement the amendments to paragraphs 4.2.2 and

8.4.1 to 8.4.3 prior to the entry-into-force date.

NAVIGATING STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS © BUREAU VERITAS MARINE & OFFSHORE

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on March 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Implementation dates following the designation of the Canadian Arctic and Norwegian Sea as 

Emission Control Areas (ECAs)

MARPOL MEPC.392 
(82)

For SOx (0,10% m/m limit) ECAs take effects on 1 March 2027

For NOx (Tier III compliance), ECAs take effect:

• for Canadian Arctic waters : ships constructed on or after 1 January 2025

• for Norwegian Sea : ships constructed on or after 1 March 2026:

• for which the building contract is placed on or after 1 March 2026; or

•in the absence of a building contract, the keel of which is laid or which is at a similar stage of construction 

on or after 1 September 2026; or

• the delivery of which is on or after 1 March 2030.



BULK CARRIERS AND CONTAINER SHIPS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Amendments to SOLAS Chapter V for the mandatory carriage of electronic inclinometers on new

container ships and bulk carriers ≥ 3,000 GT

SOLAS MSC.532 
(107)

It was clarified that the carriage requirement does not apply to:
• cargo ships occasionally carrying cargoes in bulk;
• general cargo ships carrying containers on deck.

Scope of application: new bulk carriers and container ships of more than 3,000 GT, constructed on or after 

1 January 2026 (no retroactive application to existing ships).

BULK CARRIERS/ OIL TANKERS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

2011 ESP MSC.553
Amendments to the 2011 ESP Code

Code (108) Amendments regarding procedures for approval and certification of a firm engaged in thickness measurement

of hull structures.

SOLAS

MSC.557(108)
(Bulk Carriers)

MSC.558(108)
(Oil Tankers)

Amendments to Resolutions MSC.215(82) and MSC.288(87) on the performance standards for 

protective coatings related to SOLAS II-1/3-2.2 and SOLAS II-1/3-11.3.1

Amendments to the performance standards for protective coatings for dedicated seawater ballast tanks in all 

types of ships and double-side skin spaces of bulk carriers as well as cargo oil tanks and crude-oil tankers, 

concern coatings inspection requirements which "shall be carried out by qualified coating inspectors certified 

to AMPP Certified Coatings Inspector, FROSIO Inspector Level III or equivalent as verified by the 

Administration".

The MSC.1/Circ.1330/Rev.1 amends consequentially the guidelines for maintenance and repair of protective 

coatings.

CARGO AND PASSENGER SHIPS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Amendments to SOLAS Chapters II-2 and V

SOLAS MSC.550 
(108)

Chapter II-2:

• Part B: prevention of fire and explosion 

Regulation 4 - probability of ignition

Oil fuel delivered to and used on board ships shall not jeopardize the safety of ships or adversely affect the 

performance of the machinery or be harmful to personnel.

• Part C: suppression of fire 

Regulation 7- detection and alarm

Protection of accommodation and service spaces and control stations.

• Part G: special requirements

Regulation 20 - Protection of vehicle, special category, open and closed ro-ro spaces, and weather decks 

intended for the carriage of vehicles.

Contains several amendments and new provisions.

Chapter V Safety of navigation:

• Regulations 31 and 32 - danger messages (and required information which are related to)

Reporting for ship involved in the loss of freight container(s), and for ship that observes freight container(s) 

drifting at sea.
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CARGO SHIPS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2025

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

IMSBC Amendments - New version 07-23

IMSBC
Code

MSC.539 
(107)

The IMSBC Editorial and Technical (E&T) Group meets between CCC sessions to prepare amendments to 
existing schedules for cargoes or add new ones when necessary or requested. Amendments are adopted 
every two years (uneven years) by MSC and a consolidated IMSBC Code is published every two years.

Mandatory from 1 January 2025, with early application from 1 January 2024.

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Amendments to Form E (Safety Equipment Certificate for Cargo Ships) of SOLAS Protocol of 1978 
as a result of GMDSS modernization

1978 SOLAS
Protocol

MSC.522 
(106)

This Certificate shall be supplemented by a Record of Equipment for Cargo Ship Safety (Form E).

Amendments to SOLAS Protocol of 1978 regarding the Form E “Safety Equipment Certificate for Cargo 
Ships” ensure harmonization with the forms of certificates in the appendix (Certificates) to the annex to the 
1974 SOLAS Convention, amended by resolution MSC.496(105) for consistency, as a result of the GMDSS 
modernization (words “radio installations used in LSA” are removed).

Scope of application: all ships (whenever a Form E is issued or re-issued).

1978
Amendments to Form E (Safety Equipment Certificate for Cargo Ships) of SOLAS Protocol of 1978 
as a result of the mandatory carriage of electronic inclinometers (SOLAS CHapter V)

Following amendments to SOLAS Chapter V and the Appendix (Certificates) for the mandatory carriage of 
electronic inclinometers, the appendix Form of safety equipment certificate for cargo ships (Form E) was 
modified for both 1978 & 1988 SOLAS Protocols. A new entry was added after Gas carrier: “Containership”.

Protocol
1978 & 1988 MSC.533 (107)

SOLAS
Protocols 1988

Protocol

MSC.534 (107)

Amendments to Article V of Protocol I of MARPOL for the mandatory reporting procedures of lost 
containers

MARPOL MEPC.384 
(81)

In case of loss of containers, reporting shall be done in accordance with SOLAS regulations V/31 & V/32 on 
danger messages (see MSC.550(108)):

• Regulation 31 states that every master shall be responsible to pass on information about navigation 
dangers to ships around and competent authorities by all means at his disposals;

• Regulation 32 gives details of information required in danger messages.

IMDG Code MSC.556 
(108)

IMDG Code - Amendments 42-24 (consolidated version of the Code)

The IMDG Code is amended every two years and a consolidated text of the code is produced every four 
years.

Early voluntary application from 1 January 2025.

IMDG Code MSC.1/-

Circ.1588/ 
Rev.3

Revised emergency response procedures for ships carrying dangerous goods (EmS Guide)

The revised EmS Guide includes emergency schedules and guidelines for fire and spillage in case of 
incidents involving dangerous substances, materials or articles, or harmful substances (marine pollutants).

Voluntary early application as of 1 January 2025.

Grain Code MSC.552 
(108)

Amendments to the Grain Code

These amendments introduce a new class of loading conditions for « specially suitable compartment, partly 
filled in way of the hatch opening, with ends untrimmed » and revised calculation of assumed heeling
moments and general assumptions.
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HIGH SPEED CRAFTS (HSC)

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Consequential amendments to 1994 and 2000 HSC Codes after prohibition

of PFOS in SOLAS Chapter II-2

As a consequence to amendments of SOLAS chapter II-2 for the prohibition of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid

(PFOS) fire-extinguishing media, the 1994 & 2000 HSC Codes were amended as followed:

1994 & 2000

1994

HSC Code 
MSC.536 

(107)

1. Chapter 7
Restrictions should apply for the use, storage or disposal of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS):

on all craft, use or storage of extinguishing media containing perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS) should be 
prohibited no later than the date of the first survey* on or after 1 January 2026; and

HSC Codes 2000 the substances prohibited by the requirements of 7.9.4.1.1 should be delivered to appropriate shore-based
HSC Code reception facilities when removed from the craft.

MSC.537 
(107)

2. Annex 1 on record of equipment for HSC Safety Certificate for immersion and anti- exposure suits. In the 
table for “Details of life-saving appliances”, entries 9 to 10.2 are replaced by the “Number of immersion suits “ 
and “Number of anti-exposure suits”.

Scope of application: new and existing ships as from the first survey after 1 january 2026 (same as of

Amendments to SOLAS Chapter II-2).

LNG CARRIERS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

IGC & IGF
Codes

IGC Code - 
MSC.523 

(106)

IGF Code - 
MSC.524 (106)

Amendments to IGC and IGF Code to allow the application of high manganese austenitic steel for 

cryogenic service in cargo and fuel tanks of LNG carriers and LNG-fuelled ships

Amendments to chapter 6 of the International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying 

Liquefied Gases in Bulk (IGC Code) and to chapter 7 of the International Code of Safety for Ships Using 

Gases or other Low-flashpoint Fuels (IGF Code) allow the application of high manganese austenitic steel 

for cryogenic service in cargo and fuel tanks of LNG carriers and LNG-fuelled ships.

Scope of application: newbuilds or retrofits.

SPECIAL PURPOSE SHIPS (SPS)

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

MSC.542
Amendments to the appendix of the 1983 & 2008 Codes of safety for special purpose ships

1983 & 2008 (107) Record of Equipment for the Special Purpose Ship Safety Certificate (Form SPS).
SPS Codes

MSC.543 
(107)

In the tables for "Details of life-saving appliances", entries 8 to 8.2 (2008 SPS Code) and 9 to 9.2 (1983 SPS

Code) are both replaced by the following 8 & 9 : "Number of immersion suits".
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SPECIFIC SHIPS

GAS CARRIERS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on July 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Amendments to Chapter 16 (use of cargo as fuel) the International Code for the construction and

MSC.566 equipment of ships carrying liquefied gases in bulk (IGC Code)

IGC Code (109)
Amendments to Chapter 16 (use of cargo as fuel) were adopted to enable the use of other cargo gases as

fuel, provided that the same level of safety is ensured as for natural gas methane under IGC Code.

Voluntary early implementation on December 2024.

PASSENGER SHIPS

Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Amendments to the FSS Code
MSC.555

FSS Code (108) Amendments with regards to fire safety of ro-ro passenger ships (fixed water based fire extinguishing

systems, visual and audible fire signals, heat and smoke detectors).
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Amendments and Guidelines entering into force on January 1st 2026

Legal Basis 
& Item

IMO
Resolution Summary

Amendments to SOLAS to expand requirements of Polar Code on safety of navigation and voyage 

planning for certain non-SOLAS ships

SOLAS regulation XIV/2 is amended to introduce “non-SOLAS ships”; two new regulations are adopted: new 

SOLAS regulations XIV/9.1 (Safety of navigation for non- SOLAS ships) and XIV/11.1 (Voyage planning for 

non-SOLAS ships), respectively chapters 9.1 and 10.1 of Polar Code.

SOLAS &
Polar Code

MSC.538 
(107) Non-SOLAS ships refer to:

• fishing vessels > 24 m;

• pleasure yachts > 300 GT not engaged in trade;

• cargo ships > 300 GT but < 500 GT.

Scope of application:

• new ships: constructed on or after the 1 January 2026;

• existing ships: compliance to new regulations required from 1 January 2027.
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